J. S., a healthy officer aged 40, who was a considerable athlete, fell heavily on the ice while skating. He fell forward, feet and head up, and the abdomen took most of the force.
He recollects feeling the third button of his tunic pressing into his epigastrium as he lay on the ice.
He felt none the worse except for some discomfort in the epigastrium at the site of the button. This very local epigastric discomfort continued during the following day, but he felt otherwise quite well and continued his duties. On the second day he was slightly nauseated in the afternoon and took no lunch. The bowels moved normally that morning. During the next two days he was well, but the tenderness persisted. On the sixth day after the fall the bowels were opened by enema, and a very large tarry stool was passed. By the tenth day the stool was of normal appearance, but still showed a heavy response to guaiac. Improvement was rapid and continuous, and the stool was quite normal on the fifteenth day. 158
A blood count on the 11th day was normal. A barium meal two weeks after the injury gave a normal X-ray picture of the stomach, and the passage of the meal through the bowel was normal. There is little doubt that the violent pressure of the button produced injury in some way to the intestinal mucosa without rupturing the external coats.
The actual site of the intestinal injury is problematical, but the large bowel seems to be ruled out by the fact that a normal stool was passed 10 hours after the injury. The small intestine at the site of the injury is protected by the liver, the omentum and the large intestine, and its extreme mobility makes it unlikely to be damaged in this way. It seems most probable therefore that the damage was sustained by the antrum of the stomach or the pyloric region. 
